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were in a fluid state and were yet to rise to their full stature
must have made room for the religious and cultural
propaganda of the great emperor Asoka and offered willing
allegiance to him, impressed by his campaign of spiritual
conquest (Dbannavijaya). The rock edicts found in
Karnataka, mostly ethical in content and partly official in
manner, support this view.

The agricultural and martial community of ancient
Karnataka, described in the first section of this book, grew
up in course of time and spread all over Karnataka, giving
rise to small and independent kingdoms, striving for
supremacy over each other. Of these, the Nadavars mean-
ing 'sons of the soil* mentioned in Kavirajamarga of 900
A.D. (1-38 and 2-28) seem to belong to the original stock
called as 'Rathika' or 'Ristika* in the Asokan edicts.
'Rathika' or 'Rastrika* is very likely e Sanskrit rendering
of Nadavar, a Kannada word (Rastra meaning Nadu).
These Rastrikas, who are spoken of as Rathis and
Maharathis from before Christ1, are shown to be Kannada-
speaking and seem to be the ancestors of the Rattas, who
rose to power and built up in later times the Rastrakuta
Empire of Karnataka3. The Pitinikas i.e. Pratisthanakas

1  A. S. Altekar: The Rastrakutas   and  their Times,
pp. 19-24.
2  It is significant to note in this connection that the
Rastrakuta rulers are described in several records as 'Lords
ofLattaluru, the best of towns* (LattalurapuravaradhiK
vara),  from which it is inferred that they hailed from
Lattalura, which was their original home and first capital.